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Downtown Fairmont Fire Ruled Accidental
Cause of the fire was electrical in nature

FAIRMONT, WV- April 18, 2016- Sunday’s fire on Monroe Street has been ruled
accidental. The fire was electrical in nature and started on the first floor of the
building on the Cleveland Avenue side.

Three structures were directly involved and others on the block had some smoke
infiltration. The AJ] Hays building has been ruled a total loss; the other two buildings
have smoke damage. The owner of the property is Monroe Street Properties, LLC.
“This was the biggest potential for a large loss that we have had in many years,” said
Fairmont Fire Chief Ed Simmons.

36 Fairmont Firefighters worked several hours to contain and extinguish the fire
along with assistance from two local volunteer fire departments. Over one million
gallons of water were used for this large fire. “Our Fairmont Fire Department did an
exceptional job to contain the fire to one structure, their actions prevented this from
being more detrimental,” said Fairmont City Manager Robin Gomez.

Three dogs were in the building at the time of the fire. Firefighters worked to get the
dogs out; two were saved, firefighters and emergency personnel were unable to
revive another.

“There was no human life lost or injury with this fire and it could have been a lot
worse,” said Chief Simmons. “I personally want to say thank you to all of our
firefighters and City employees that assisted, and also those from other agencies as
well,” Simmons said. The City is working with the property owner to determine the
most appropriate course of action moving forward.

“We want to thank all of those from our departments and the other agencies that
assisted,” said Gomez. Fairmont Fire Department, Police Department, Public Works,
Water Department, Communications, Building Inspection, and Code Enforcement all
assisted. Other agencies providing assistance were Marion County Rescue Squad,
Marion County 911, Marion County Police Reserves, Marion County Sheriffs
Department, Barrackville Volunteer Fire Department, Pleasant Valley Volunteer Fire



Department, and several local businesses and residents also provided ancillary
support.

The Spring Into Action Fair scheduled to take place on Monroe Street this Saturday,
has been moved to Veterans Square and a section of Madison Street from Adams to
the post office alley. Monroe Street is expected to reopen by Wednesday morning,
but Cleveland Avenue from Adams Street to Everest Drive will remain closed until
further notice.
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