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The Hill We Climb by Amanda Gorman
(2515) WATCH: Amanda Gorman reads inauguration poem, 'The Hill We Climb' – YouTube

“We’ve learned that quiet isn’t always peace, and the norms and notions of what “just” is isn’t
always justice.”
“And, yes, we are far from polished, far from pristine, but that doesn’t mean we are striving to form
a union that is perfect. We are striving to forge our union with purpose. To compose a country
committed to all cultures, colors, characters and conditions of man.”
“We lay down our arms so we can reach out our arms to one another. We seek harm to none and
harmony for all.”
“It’s because being American is more than a pride we inherit. It’s the past we step into and how we
repair it.”
“For there is always light, if only we’re brave enough to see it. If only we’re brave enough to be it.”

HRC Education Committee Report
• Black By God West Virginian – Fairmont Human Rights Commission
Black By God THE WEST VIRGINIANS Online Radio by Black by God THE WESTVIRGINIAN |
BlogTalkRadio

Juneteenth Celebration in Fairmont – John Kemet Shabazz El
- 2019 event https://youtu.be/JyHYTS-OV1M
- City Council proposal – 2021 National Juneteenth Celebration Resolution designating June 19,
2021 as National Juneteenth Celebration Day for the City of Fairmont WV in recognition of June
19, 1865, the date which slavery legally came to an end in the United States
- The Shabazz Report – See video (2515) The Shabazz Report: The Upper Monongahela National
Juneteenth Celebration - YouTube

HRC Education Committee Report
• Criminal Justice Reform Summit – January 28-20 - No cost
Over the course of four days, participants will attend sessions exploring the significance of
poverty before, during, and after incarceration. In addition to a wide variety of panels,
there will be skill-building workshops as well as ample opportunity for participants to
connect with one another. The conference will feature national and state-level experts,
including people who have been directly impacted by the criminal justice system.
Criminal Justice Reform Summit: Poverty And The Criminal Justice System | WV Criminal
Law Reform Coalition (wvprisonreform.org)

• The Equity Summit: Designing an Antiracist Future
The Equity Summit | Designing an Antiracist Future
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Work to do

Some of the ideas
• Forum on religion, interfaith dialogue
• Same sex marriage
• Open conversation, open minds

• Newspaper articles, Reader’s Write and Faith Journeys
• Podcast series
• Who are our neighbors?
• You were strangers in the land of Egypt?
• Topics would emerge as the podcast took on topics

• Will the Human Rights Commission begin work on this topic? Who will be
involved?

