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OBJECTIVE

A Understand how a comprehensive
Community Cats Program (CCP) Is
effective in reducing populations and
reducing complaints.




WHAT ARE COMMUNITY CATS?

Is a term used to describe outdoor
unowned, freeroaming cats.

These cats could be friendly, feral,
adults, kittens, healthy, sick, spay o
neutered.

Outdoor cats live in family groups
called colonies.

They may or may not have a
caregiver.

They typically remain hidden from
humans, although some feral cats
become more comfortable with
people who regularly feed them.

“Feral”

COMMUNITY CAT

ALSO KNOWN AS: Outdoor Cat, Stray Cat, Alley Cat, Feral Cat, Street Cat, Barn Cat, and Tomcat.

Outdoor community
cats and pet cats are
the same species—
Felis catus—the
domestic cat.

= An eartip is the universal symbol to identify a neutered and vaccinated cat.
The top % inch of the cat’s left ear is removed during surgery.

Community cats

are not adoptable
because they are not
socialized to humans.
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Studies show
outdoor cats are
as healthy as pet
cats and can have
the same life span.

describes
behavior—feral cats are
wary of people and live on
their own outdoors.

More than 40% of
Americans have cared
for an outdoor cat.

Cats live everywhere.  { Outdoor cats live in family { More than 70% Removing i Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR)
2 A i groups called colonies. : ofall catswhogo i communitycats : is the only humane,

? i toashelterare | doesn'twork. i effective approach to care

' ¢ u.‘ ‘w killed there. Catching and killing for community cats. Cats

H is ineffective, i are spayed or neutered,

i For community Eoutdated,andcrueL

i cats, thatrisesto : I l

{ virtually 100%. |

vaccinated, and eartipped
i and then returned to their
H outdoor home.

Cats have lived outdoors
alongside humans since i
before the pyramids.

Cats are bonded
to their environments
and colonies.

Cv Alley Cat Allies

Learn more about community cats at alleycat.org/Getinformed.



CATS OUTDOORS

A Cats have lived primarily outdoors

alongside humans, sharing the

environment with birds and wildlife, for '

over 10,000 years. Cats in the USA

A Only since 1947, with the invention of
kitty litter, has it become common for
cats to live indoors as they do today.

1% 2%

Outdoor pet cats

A There are 74 million owned cats in the | 89% . «outdoor community cats

United States, according to the American |
Veterinary Medical Association. Estimates
on the number of feral cats vary from 60
million to 150 million.

A They are resourceful, independent,
comfortable, and capable in their natural
environment.

Cats impounded & released alive

Cats impounded & euthanized



ARE COMMUNITY CATS A RESERVOIR FOR

DISEASE?

Specimens submitted for Rabies Testing - West Virginia, 2016

A Studies show that prevalence of (N=530)
Feline leukemia virus and Feline o = 8
Immunodeficiency virus Dogs 17
(FIV) in feral and stray cats is s &g=
similar to the prevalence rates " =T "
reported for owned catsinthe [ °°,
United States cat 174
L 90
Y Tl :LNHN i 0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180 200
bu Tested mPositive
i .- Most cases of rabies in West Virginia occur in
y Yok b wild animals such as raccoons and skunks.
. VA T Office of Epidemiology and Prevention Services ﬁg;ﬁt
= e o 0 350 Capitol Street, Room 125 {T«l%jHll
o S Charleston, WV 25301 esources

BUREAU FOR PUBLIC HEALTH



BENEFITS OF COMMUNITY CATS
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While cats do not hunt rats and mice into extinction, they do keep
their populations in check and discourage new rodents from moving
Into the area.

Community cats fill in a gap in the current ecosystem.

During the Middle Ages cats were nearly hunted to extinction, as

they were being associated with witches. With fewer cats in
communities, this allowed an increase in-igl@en rat populations

and more carriers of the plague; this lead to an increase in the spreac
of the deadly diseas&¢ugney2008).

Often cat caretakers are elderly men and women, a population at risk
for depression, loneliness, and isolation. Cats often bring a sense of
happiness and purpose to people who help them. Just as companion
animals have been shown to extend life expectancies, lower blood
pressure, and relieve stress (Qureshi et al., 2009; Levine et al., 2013),
caring for feral cats can improve the health and happiness of the
caretaker.



COMMUNITY CAT OVERPOPULATION

Human neglect, particularly the failure to
spay/neuter cats. ol v bk
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(ats can become
pregnant with their
first litter at only

4 months old

Lack of knowledge (e.g., that cats as
young as four months of age can becom
pregnant), a lack of resources or access

to low or no cost spay/neuter.
¥ U E

Dumping of inconvenient petsinareasol y , y v v v v v v v
houses where cat populations are high.  JLuuvivuieriviibvirvvbvivurvvbn s

Good intended people become

and neuter.

A One adult cat can have up to 3 litters of
Kittens per year.



NEGLECT & OVERPOPULATION
= ANIMAL SUFFERING




OVER POPULATION LEADS TO COMPLAINTS

A Community Cat Caregiver: Compassion is what prompts caregivers to feed
community cats. The cat caregiver did not create the community cat
problem and does not maintain 1t Db
valued by the caregiver and neighborhoods, many fearful cats will be
euthanized.

A Complainant: People who complain about community cats legitimately feel
that the cats are a nuisance because they eliminate in their gardens, yowl ar
fight at night and spray smelly urine. Complainants often are unaware that
removing the cats will not solve the problem. They are also unaware of the
humane deterrents available to help keep community cats off their property.

AThere are ways to protect both the
without resorting to killing the cats or taking legal measures.The solutions
dondot happen overnight, though, so
compromise and work toward the end goal of reducing the number of cats.



WHAT IS A COMMUNITY CAT PROGRAM (CCP)?

A ldentification,
A Monitoring and

A Management of Community Cat Colonies.

TNR is the humane and effective approach for
managing community cats and for stabilizing
populations over ime.

Trap

Neuter




WHY COMMUNITY CAT PROGRAMS?

Al tds esti mat eqlarterbdf cats who anter opr t
nati onodos ani mal shelters eac
million cats are killed each year in shelters.

A Mostarefreer oami ng ocommunity cat
adoption into homes.

A Ineffective, costly and inhumane approaches to managing
community cats is steadily being replaced with progressive
Community Cat Programs (CCPS).

A Whether residents support free roaming cats or not, all
residents want the population to decrease.



COMMUNITY CAT PROGRAMS

A Decrease the overall population of Community Cats by preventing the
birth of more kittens.

A Improves the live& healthof cats, addresses community concerns,
reduces complaints.

A Improves the ceexistence between outdoor cats and humans in our
shared environment.
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TRARNEUTERRETURN(TNR) IS

CORE OF CCP

L
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A Community cats are humanely “It's hiP tO be tipped!
Trapped, Spayed or Neutered, £

. . 7 Ear tipping identifies z \\ : ﬁ\m.
tipped, vaccinated, and then b smindeg Egit .
. spayed or neutere ’*\k |
Returned to their outdoor St et y =
homes.

A Socialized cats and kittens are
moved to shelters and rescues.

A Cats living in unsafe areas are
relocated.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOO 2



POPULARITY OF CCPS?

A U.S. public opinion surveys reveal overwhelming support
for trap-neuterreturn (TNR), the method at the heart of
CC programs.

A TNR is more cost effective and popular than trapping and
euthanizing cats.

A Scientific studies and growing number of communities with
TNR programs are proof that TNR reduces and stabilizes
populations of community cats.

ACCP36S, with TNR, are becoming
of feral cat care. CCPS unit neighbors.

AAccording to Alley Cat Allies
governments have implemented TNR practices, ordinances
and policies.



BENEFITS OF TNR

A Neutered cats make less noise, are less
aggressivespray less and roam less. el

| am happy living outside and healthy thanks to my caregiver.
| am quite content to live this way.

The main thing is that | get to live.

A Significant reduction in kittens being
born.

A Research has shown that a vaccinatedj§
sterilized cat colony will deter v
unvaccinated cats from moving into an ™
area and buffer the human population
from wild animals, such as skunks and
foxes, that are major vectors of rabies.

feralfriends.org



COST SAVINGS & FUNDING

A Resources and manpower previously spent on

enforcing ineffective policies with no impact Humaneeffort to control stray cats
A

are spent on nolethal, lifesaving, positive,
publiclysupported initiatives such as
subsidized neuter services, public educatio
and outreach programs.

A Documenting the city is actively endorsing
and participating in the ethical control of

Trap-Nevter-Retum
method for feral
population to be taught in
workshop on Island

By ANDREA BOYARSKY
STATENISLAND ADVIACE

The meowing of stray cats
s a familiar cry to many New

are tems, possibly
Ruiniireds. of thousands of
cats living on the strcets.

The Mew York City Feral
Cat Council, 2 project of the
Mayor's « for NYC's
Animals, {5 a coalition of api-
mal organizations that works
to manage and reduce the

city’s feral cat population Jiye

the Trap-Neuter-Re-

) method.

Next weekeud, the initia-
tive will come to Staten Is-
land to teach TNR in 2 work-
shop, hosted by PLUT.O.
(Pct Lovers United Together
as One) Rescue of Richmond
County and Manhattan-

Throughout the |
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Atipped eat identifies a sterifized oral cat.

doned catg who learned to

rcb[tm on §ta-
[feral eats)
keep nmdmg Znd multiply-
ine; » said Lm Rooney, prcsl—
lent of L scue.

lut vf Jmtens sut on r.be
street, I¥s vory sad”

According to Bryan Kortis,
co-founder aud eﬁeuunve d;-
rector of Neigh

a<e ats.
is sched-
uled for May 20 Eum moanto
3 it it the Blue Heron Na-
ture Center in Anmadale
There is a $15 materials fee.
‘Participants will learn bow
to carry out TNR, work with
nejgbbors and care for 2 col-
ony Cgroup) of feral cas,
Feral cats are d and
originate from lost or aban-

community cats would foster an atmosphere

of success in securing future spay/neuter
grants. (Ex.WV Spay and Neuter Fund)

TNR is the only ecfccnve
method of controlling feral
cat populations.
“Pecple haw s0me notion
you can just take cats
away [from the ueighbor-
hood]) and solve the problem
like that,” Kortis said, “They
meed to understand it's im-
possible. Whether you love
the cats or hate the cats, TNR.
15 the best way.”

In the TNR method, hu-
mane traps are set out where
the apimals live. Once
txapped, cais sre taken to 2

- local veterinarian, who will

spay or meuter them as well
iss vluc)l;lm for xnbiis Fal-
lowing the surgery, the ca
are marked for%dmmﬁcauan
‘with an eartip.

Afrer a few days in a re-
covery space, which is
usually located in a volun-
teer’s home, cats no longar
able to reproduge are re
turned to the lemtnry where
they were

cats and, Kittens mv be put
up for adoption.

For the past 10 years,
Kathy Daunt of Great Kills
has been anctlmng TNR in
her nej She has

t Up @ récavery space in
her garage for the cats once
they are fixed. In the last
year, she has trapred dbout
20 cats per month She also

| educates people on Low to

practice TNR in their com-
unities.

“If's very casy,” said Ms.
Daunt. “The trap docs all the
work itself and the vet takes

that™

Kortis noted that traps are
wided free through the
i Veterinarians

out the city have
ed to neuter the cats for
little or no chatge,

In addition to trappers and
Iccovery spaces, programs
need carerokers for feral cat
colonies. Caretakers make
sure cats have adeguate shel-

ter in the winter and act as
community lmsou o in

form neighbors about TNR
eflorts.

“It's been found that it
warks” Ms, Rooney said of
AR, I E\;}l:h own_on

reeding, fiphting amd
2150 and ev gly AL&ds to

the colony dwindling.

Reservetions forthe iR worchop
‘ean e made by eallng lisa Rosney al
T18-229-0553. Formara information
‘on the Hovw York Clty Feval Cat Coun-
ol visit o Lora, or for
Molghbarhond Cats, vigit wnunelgh-
orhoodsati.irg.

Andre Boyarsky 1s & features o-
‘parter for the Advanca.She may be




WHY NOT JUST TRAP AND EUTHANIZE?

A Rounding up and killing cats is an outdadéed unethicahpproach.

A\ Eradication is a temporary fix. It leads to a vacuum effect and new cats
move in.

A\ The cat population soon attains its former numbers due to the presence
edible refuse and rats.

A\People dondt want to see huge nu
Americans believe it is more humane to leave healthy cats outside than t

euthanize them. € Ay Cocties SHARE THE TRUTH ABOUT CATS
A\ Data does not support its long term efficags

. Trap-Neuter-Return works.
Killing doesn’t.

alleycat, org/TruthAboutCats



WHAT CITY OF FAIRMONT HAS GOING

FOR IT?

#1. The MCHS & other rescues are addressing
community cat overpopulation.

A Low cost and free spay and neutering SPAY & NEUTER &

voucher system in place. VUUCHER"‘” -
A Foster organizations & programs in place APPLICATION

7

A TNR initiatives taking place. CLICK HERE J‘f 4

A Pet food banks and assistance for income
eligible citizens & those feeding colonies.



SPAY AND NEUTER CONTRIBUTIONS BY LOCA

ANIMAL RESCUES 2017/

A Marion County Humane Societ$20,000
A Pet Helpers $50,000

A Maddie's Angelss6000

A Morgantown Feral & Stray Cat Rescue
A PURR



GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION OF

SPAYED/NEUTERED ANIMALBICOME ELIGIBLE
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Fairmont- 137 (73% of the total for
Marion County)

Rivesville 14
Mannington 12
Monongah 8
Barrackville 4
Metz- 4

— Barrackville
[ 250

\t_

Fairmont /
s

Monongah ~
CMEIE asantialley

A
A
A
A
A
A

Fairview- 3
Farmington 2
Rachel 2
Kingmont- 1
Four States 1
ldamay 1

Total In

Marion County: 189



MARION COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY TOTAL

SPAY/NEUTER

Past 12 months:
A Dogs 369
A Cats 429

S/N 196 pets of low income eligible individuals (Community Cats
121,75 dogs)

Shelter 89 cats and 200 shelter dogs
Issued vouchers 219 for kittens, 94 puppies.

Pet Helpers S/N247 Cats in Marion County.



WHAT THE CITY OF FAIRMONT HAS GOING

FOR IT?

#2. Marion County Animal Control does not pick up free roaming or
community cats.

In 2005, the first year MC Animal Control picked up and euthanized
905 cats. AC stopped picking up community cats in 2006.

OAccording to Marion Co Wwiaheth Ani
Crosby, the number of cats being surrendered has significantly
declined over the past five years as a result of S/N efforts of local
ani mal rescuesao



WHAT THE CITY OF FAIRMONT HAS GOING

FOR IT?

#3. Good Samaritans & care givers using their own
money to managing colonies.




WHAT THE CITY OF FAIRMONT HAS GOING

FOR IT?

#4. Other Municipalities in Marion County have expressed

Interest in participating in TNR to address Community Cat
overpopulation.

#5. Public Support. = b

\

TNR will be emt




IMPLEMENTING A COMMUNITY CAT

PROGRAM

A A comprehensive CCP requires
community stakeholder groups be
engaged and any program be
Implemented in partnership with
low/no cost sterilization programs.

A Any Community Cat ordinance or
program implemented in isolation Is
not effective and often will not
efficiently utilize resources available.



